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QUARTZ MOUNTAIN ARTS & CONFERENCE 
CENTER MAP
CLASS LOCATIONS:

Arts Integration for Elementary Educators – PRAIRIE FALCON PAVILION
Painting with Wool – BALLROOM
Photographing Strangers – LONE WOLF PAVILION
Pigments to Paint and Working in the Landscape – WILDCAT PAVILION
Texture and Woodcuts – DIAMONDBACK PAVILION
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 14

11 AM – 12:30 PM	 OFAI Registration
1:30 – 2:30 PM	 Orientation / Ballroom
2:30 – 5:30 PM	 Classes / Class Locations
5:30 – 7:30 PM	 Dinner / Ballroom
5:30 – 10 PM	 Open Studios
6:30 – 8 PM	 Screenprinting Social
7 – 9 PM	 3D Needle Felting Elective 

with Dani Ives / Ballroom
	 Participation is limited; 

participants must sign up  
in advance.

FR IDAY, OCTOBER 15

6:30 – 9 AM	 Breakfast / Ballroom
7 – 7:45 AM	 Tai Chi / Meet in  

Lodge Lobby
	 Weather permitting, Tai Chi 

will take place outside
7 – 9 AM	 Open Studios
9 AM – 12 PM	 Classes / Class Locations
12 – 2 PM	 Lunch / Ballroom
2 – 5:30 PM	 Classes / Class Locations
5:30 – 7:30 PM	 Dinner / Ballroom
5:30 – 10 PM	 Open Studios
8 PM	 Meet the Artists / 

Amphitheater
 	   

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16

6:30 – 9 AM	 Breakfast / Ballroom
7 – 7:45 AM	 Tai Chi / Meet in  

Lodge Lobby
	 Weather permitting, Tai Chi 

will take place outside
7 – 9 AM	 Open Studios 
9 AM – 12 PM	 Classes / Class Locations
12 – 2 PM	 Lunch / Ballroom
2 – 5:30 PM	 Classes / Class Locations
5:30 – 7:30 PM	 Dinner / Ballroom
5:30 – 10 PM	 Open Studios
8 – 10 PM	 Guided Stargazing /
	 Gravel pathway between lake 

& restaurant patio

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 17

6:30 – 8:30 AM	 Breakfast / Ballroom
7 – 8:30 AM	 Open Studios
8:30 – 9:30 AM	 Classes: Clean Up & Set Up
	 for Walk-Through
9:30 – 10:30 AM	 Self-Guided Walk-Through /
	 All Class Locations
	 All artwork must remain 
	 displayed until 10:30 AM.
	 Don’t leave belongings in  

the classroom after the  
walk-through.

10:30 – 11 AM	 OFAI and Hotel Check-Out / 
Lodge Lobby

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS – WEEKEND 1 
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THE OKLAHOMA FALL ARTS INSTITUTE AT 
QUARTZ MOUNTAIN

THE OKLAHOMA FALL ARTS INSTITUTE (OFAI) is a series of weekend retreats for educators, professional artists, 
and amateur artists held each fall. Nationally renowned artists teach classes in the visual, performing, and literary arts. 
Oklahoma public school teachers receive full scholarships to attend OFAI, which includes tuition, room, and board. Major 
funding for scholarships is provided by private donations secured by the Arts Institute, with matching funds from the Oklahoma 
State Department of Education. Additional program funding comes from many generous private donors, as well as from the 
Oklahoma Arts Council.  

QUARTZ MOUNTAIN ARTS AND CONFERENCE CENTER
Quartz Mountain State Park in Lone Wolf, Oklahoma, overlooks the peaceful waters of Lake Altus-Lugert. An ancient, sacred, 
and inspiring site, Quartz Mountain was ceremonial grounds for Kiowa, Comanche, Wichita, Apache, and Caddo tribes. 
Today, Quartz Mountain is home to an Arts and Conference Center, an ideal retreat for arts immersion. With the 700-seat 
Robert M. Kerr Performing Arts Center, a state-of-the-art darkroom, five studio pavilions, an outdoor amphitheater, and the 
Beverly Badger Memorial Library, the Arts and Conference Center is the region’s artistic epicenter. Nature lovers enjoy hiking 
and biking trails, bird watching, and unique Oklahoma ecosystems. The Arts and Conference Center at Quartz Mountain is 
truly an Oklahoma treasure.

QUARTZ MOUNTAIN HISTORY
Archaeological evidence suggests Paleo-Indian people hunted wooly mammoth near Quartz Mountain between 11,200 and 
20,000 years ago. Excavations at the Cooperton Site in Kiowa County provide the earliest known evidence of people in the 
state of Oklahoma.

Spain and France traded Quartz Mountain several times before the U.S. bought the area as part of the Louisiana Purchase 
in 1803.  Several Native American tribes occupied the area until the late 1880s. In 1887, Quartz Mountain was affected 
by the Gold Rush, but the U.S. military regained control of the region and opened the land to white settlement in 1901. In 
1937, Quartz Mountain officially became a state park.

The tiny town of Lugert was flooded to create a municipal water supply for Altus in 1927. Today, Lake Altus-Lugert also 
provides irrigation for 48,000 acres of southwestern Oklahoma farmland.

QUARTZ MOUNTAIN ECOLOGY
Quartz Mountain State Park lies in a “buffer zone” between drier western climates and wetter eastern ones. As a result, there 
is a great diversity of habitats and plant and animal species inside the park.  

Quartz Mountain is in the mixed-grass plains district. Tall grasses and herbs grow on valley floors, while short grasses, 
prickly-pear, and yucca grow on the unprotected hilltops. The most common type of tree in Quartz Mountain State Park is the 
scrub oak. Many types of flowers grow at Quartz Mountain, including gaillardia (Indian Blanket), coreopsis, prairie larkspur, 
sunflower, spiderwort and milkweed.

Three distinct habitat regions ensure the presence of a variety of amphibians and reptiles. The eastern bullfrog and the 
narrow-mouthed salamander live near the lake and a variety of toads and lizards live on the hilltops. Several species of 
snakes, including the rattlesnake, live in the hills and in the central region of the park. Many mammalian species also make 
Quartz Mountain their home, including the bobcat, eastern cottontail rabbit, desert cottontail, raccoon, jackrabbit, deer 
mouse, ground squirrel, coyote, and beaver.

Quartz Mountain State Park is a paradise for bird watchers. The majestic bald eagle winters at Quartz Mountain, and white 
pelicans and Canadian geese migrate through the park in the spring and fall. In the summer, the Eastern black-chinned 
hummingbird, bluebird, flickers, woodpecker, and wren live at Quartz Mountain. The lake and streams draw ducks and 
cranes. Red-tailed hawks and great horned owls make the mountains and grasslands their permanent homes.
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Since Quartz Mountain State Park is a region of high diversity and physiographic contrast, the area is particularly suited for 
the occurrence of rare or endangered species. Some of the rare and endangered flora and fauna found at Quartz Mountain 
include the prairie falcon, golden eagle, bald eagle, green toad, mountain lion, mountain barrel cactus, waterfalls phlox, 
and western live oak. 

QUARTZ MOUNTAIN ART COLLECTION
Owned by the Oklahoma Arts Institute, the majority of the Quartz Mountain Art Collection is on permanent loan to the state of 
Oklahoma for exhibition in the lodge building. The art collection serves as a visual record of the history of Quartz Mountain 
and the Arts Institute. 

The collection is built around a series of eight murals displayed in the lodge lobby entitled Quartz Mountain: Sacred Ground, 
by Oklahoma artist Mike Larsen. The first four murals, The Past, focus on Kiowa history, including the forced relocation from 
Yellowstone to Oklahoma, the sacred Sundance, the great Kiowa chief Satanta, and the Black Legging Warrior Society. 
The last four murals, The Future, explore Quartz Mountain as a center of arts study, with depictions of Oklahoma Arts Institute 
faculty and students.

The collection also features works by such prominent artists as Joe Andoe, Allan Houser, Jesús Moroles, and Fritz Scholder, 
among many others. Most of the artists represented in the collection have taught at Quartz Mountain during the Summer or 
Fall Arts Institutes.
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PAINTING WITH WOOL WITH DANI IVES

In this workshop, participants will explore the diversity of using wool fibers as a “painting” medium by diving into the world of 
two-dimensional needle felting. Needle felting is a process that uses barbed needles to attach fibers to a base textile, often wool 
felt or linen. Dani will introduce techniques to help participants learn how to create different effects with wool fibers, including 
how to blend, layer, and create different textures to compose beautiful fiber art. Participants will also explore how to use color in 
impactful ways. Other topics will include useful tools for felting, exploring different materials and textiles, the forgiving nature and 
breadth of the medium, and framing and presentation techniques for wool paintings. Participants can choose any subject matter 
for their pieces, and demonstrations and various exercises will be available for those keen on practicing techniques.

PHOTOGRAPHING STRANGERS WITH J IM STONE

People are more interesting than things, and photographs are more compelling when populated. It’s easy to understand why 
photographs of people outnumber those of any other subject. But how do you make photographs that include people who are 
not your relatives, friends or paid models? This class will help participants gain skill in managing spontaneous portrait situations, 
as well as increasing their confidence in approaching people to be photographed and gaining their cooperation. 

PIGMENTS TO PAINT AND WORKING IN THE LANDSCAPE WITH BLAKE MORGAN

This course is a hands-on exploration of historical pigment production and paints including oil, egg tempera, pastel, fresco, 
acrylic and watercolor. Participants will make and discuss pigments and paint production beginning with Neolithic cave art and 
finishing with modern pigments and binders. Afterwards, participants will take these materials into the landscape to create their 
own work. Participants may utilize any medium in the landscape. This section of the workshop will be an exercise in working 
from observation. Participants will leave with a small set of watercolors and pastels handmade during the class.

TEXTURE AND WOODCUTS WITH BENJAMIN HARJO, JR.

What inspires printmaking? Participants in this workshop will explore the sources of inspiration and ideas to facilitate creativity 
in the artform. Focusing on the challenge of working with woodblocks, artist Benjamin Harjo, Jr. will help participants carry their 
creative idea from conception to execution and printing.

TRANSFORM LEARNING THROUGH ARTS INTEGRATION FOR ELEMENTARY EDUCATORS 
WITH SHERRY HATTON

All teachers face challenges in the classroom, so why not supercharge your efforts through the interests of the students? Everyone 
has a connection to the arts in some way. Maybe it’s doodling while listening to a lecture, or humming to background music. 
Educators are responsible for finding that access point in students and building upon their strengths and interests. Arts integration 
is an approach to teaching and learning through which content standards are taught and assessed equitably. In this workshop, 
teachers will be led through four engaging lesson activities integrating core and arts subjects. Participants will dissect the 
lesson --- how it was aligned, designed, and assessed --- and then build their own arts-integrated lessons that may be applied 
immediately to the classroom, allowing students to take ownership of learning through creative opportunities.

WORKSHOP DESCRIPTIONS
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PAINTING WITH WOOL
DANI IVES
Instructor / Rogers, Arkansas

Dani Ives is an artist, educator and author. Her inspiration comes from a love of nature and science, 
which has an enormous influence on her work. Her enthusiasm for animals from an early age took 
her on a university and career path based in biology and conservation education, after which 
Dani worked as an educator at a zoo for ten years. During her conservation education career, she 
sought out hobbies to fulfill a need for artistic endeavors and stumbled upon needle felting. Dani has 
developed her distinct style of needle felting that she calls “painting with wool.” With this style, instead 
of using paint and a brush, she uses wool fibers and a felting needle to create the effects of layering 
color, creating texture and depth. She strives to push the boundaries of this fiber art by creating animal 
portraits and botanical pieces that are packed with details and realism.

PHOTOGRAPHING STRANGERS
JIM STONE 
Instructor / Albuquerque, New Mexico

Jim Stone, Distinguished Professor of Photography at the University of New Mexico, turned to 
photography while studying engineering at MIT. His photographs have been exhibited and published 
internationally and collected by the Museum of Modern Art, Boston’s Museum of Fine Arts, the 
Smithsonian American Art Museum and the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, among many others. 
Six of his textbooks are in wide and continued use for university-level photography courses. There 
are three artist’s books of his photographs: Stranger Than Fiction (Light Work, 1993), Historiostomy 
(Piltdown Press, 2001), and Why My Pictures are Good (Nazraeli Press, 2005). The 2000-member 
Society for Photographic Education named Stone their 2016 Honored Educator.     

PHOTOGRAPHING STRANGERS 
BEN LONG 
Digital Technician / San Francisco, California

Ben Long is a San Francisco-based photographer, writer, and teacher. The author of over two 
dozen books on digital photography and digital video, he is also the author of several best-selling 
LinkedInLearning.com photography courses. His photography clients have included 20th Century Fox, 
Blue Note Records, Global Business Network, the San Francisco Jazz Festival, the Pickle Family Circus, 
and Grammy-nominated jazz musicians Don Byron and Dafnis Prieto. He has taught and lectured on 
photography around the world, including workshops at the Santa Reparata International School of the 
Arts in Florence and a class for imaging engineers at Apple, Inc. He occasionally dabbles in computer 
programming and has written image editing utilities that are used by National Geographic, the British 
Museum, and the White House. Long was an OSAI acting student in 1985.

OFAI FACULTY
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PIGMENTS TO PAINT AND WORKING IN THE LANDSCAPE
BLAKE MORGAN
Instructor / Chickasha, Oklahoma

Blake Morgan received his B.A. in studio art from East Central University in Ada and an M.F.A. 
in painting from the University of South Carolina in 2008. Blake taught painting and drawing at 
the University of South Carolina before arriving at the University of Science and Arts of Oklahoma 
in 2013. He is currently an Associate Professor of art and director of the painting program. He 
is also a faculty member at the International Center for the Arts in Umbria, Italy where he spends 
most summers teaching painting and drawing.

TEXTURE AND WOODCUTS
BENJAMIN HARJO, JR.
Instructor / Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

In 1963, at the Indian clinic in Shawnee, Oklahoma, a 17-year-old Benjamin Harjo, Jr. found 
a brochure about an art school named the Institute of American Indian Arts in Santa Fe. Upon 
his arrival at IAIA, the artist found that they discontinued the cartooning program. Disappointed 
but not deterred, he stayed and studied painting, printmaking, color design and drawing under 
Seymour Tubis, who became a mentor and lifelong friend. Tubis taught Harjo how to carve 
woodblocks and create hand-pulled prints, which is still the printmaking technique the artist 
uses today. In printmaking, Harjo found freedom and experimentation; he began to see texture 
and pattern in everything. After graduating at IAIA in 1966, Harjo attended Oklahoma State 
University where he studied under J. Jay McVicker and earned a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree. 
Since graduating in 1974, he has been working as a self-employed, self-promoting artist.

TEXTURE AND WOODCUTS
VIRGINIA SITZES
Printmaking Technician / Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Virginia is a printmaker, muralist, and active arts advocate living in OKC. She is the creator of 
Sunny Dayz Mural Festival, Oklahoma’s first mural fest dedicated to celebrating women and non 
binary artists, and co-founded the Oklahoma-based artist collective, Art Group in 2017. She is 
also the operations coordinator for the Connect:Collect Print Exchange, is a Teaching Artist for the 
Oklahoma State Department of Education’s federally funded Art Tech program, and has worked 
for the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute for three years.

TRANSFORM LEARNING THROUGH ARTS INTEGRATION 
FOR ELEMENTARY EDUCATORS

SHERRY HATTON
Instructor / Chesapeake, Virginia

Sherry Hatton has specialized in Arts Integration strategies throughout her 26 years in education. 
As a middle school band and general music teacher, Sherry consistently uses Arts Integration, Cross 
Curricular, Project Based Learning, and Brain Based Learning strategies and approaches to reach 
the diverse learners in her classroom. She provides professional development through her consulting 
business, and serves as an Educator in Residence for the Institute for Arts Integration and STEAM. 
Sherry holds a B.S. and M.A. in Music Education from Indiana University of Pennsylvania, M.S. in 
School Leadership and Administration from Capella University and a Certification in Arts Integration 
and STEAM. Sherry also serves on various committees at the Virginia Department of Education (VDOE) 
revising standards and curriculum, and creating Arts Integrated lessons for the GoOpenVA website.
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ALYSSA ANDRIOTIS
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

From a young age, Alyssa has always been interested in the arts, especially music. She was a 
member of the local youth symphony and participated in many school musicals and plays. Alyssa 
went on to graduate summa cum laude from Ball State University with a Bachelor of Music in Flute 
Performance. While completing her Master’s degree at Florida State University, Alyssa realized 
her passion for arts administration. She is now actively involved in the Oklahoma Flute Society 
and is a member of the Flute New Music Consortium. Alyssa enjoys performing new music 
(especially with her composer husband), baking, and gardening.  She lives in Oklahoma City 
with her husband and their two cats: Tamino and Mr. Grey.

JUL IE COHEN
PRESIDENT & CEO
Norman, Oklahoma

Julie Cohen is the first alumnus of the Oklahoma Summer Arts Institute to serve as OAI’s president. 
Originally from Tulsa, she attended OSAI as a photography student, where she studied with 
French photographer Bernard Plossu. After receiving an undergraduate degree from the University 
of Colorado, she worked as a staff member for U.S. Senator David Boren, then earned a juris 
doctorate from the Tulane School of Law. Prior to coming to OAI, Cohen worked as a federal 
court law clerk, as an attorney for a Wall Street law firm, and as the director of landscaping at the 
University of Oklahoma. Cohen has served on the boards of numerous nonprofit organizations, 
including more than two decades as a trustee for the Anne and Henry Zarrow Foundation. She 
has been the president of OAI since 2007.

EMILY CLAUDÉ
VICE PRESIDENT & DIRECTOR OF PROGRAMS 
Norman, Oklahoma

Emily was born and raised in Norman, Oklahoma and graduated from the University of 
Oklahoma. While she spent a few years in Boston after graduation, she still calls Norman her 
home. Emily’s artistic experience is well rounded, studying dance, film, photography, and acting 
at various times of her life. And she prides herself on a well-rounded employment history as 
well, having worked in retail, accounting, architecture, and healthcare. But she found her true 
calling when she began working at the Oklahoma Arts Institute in 2005. She delights in creating 
educational opportunities for Oklahoma’s artists and is gratified to see such tremendous talent 
each year. When not at Quartz Mountain, Emily loves traveling with her husband, doting on her 
two dogs, and embarking on new adventures with her daughter.

OKLAHOMA ARTS INSTITUTE STAFF
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CARSON MISNER
DIRECTOR OF PROGRAM OPERATIONS 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

A lifelong resident of Oklahoma, Carson’s involvement with the arts has been long-lasting and diverse. 
In first grade, his colored pencil drawing titled “I Love My Mom” earned him first prize in a schoolwide 
competition. While attending high school, Carson was a percussionist and member of the drumline. 
Carson graduated college summa cum laude with honors and performed in a number of extracurricular 
stage productions, ranging from opera to sketch comedy. For two years, he was head script writer for 
campus activities board, where he helped produce four shows per year. His most recent artistic pursuits 
include singing with Canterbury Voices, performing with his friends at the Shawnee Little Theater, 
and trying his hardest to learn to tap dance. He likes to think his garden is a work of art, as well, 
and spends just about all his free time pulling weeds, battling pests, and enjoying the literal fruits & 
vegetables & flowers of his labor. Since 2014, Carson has had the privilege of working with OAI and 
witnessing firsthand the incredible artistic talent in our state!

CALEB MITCHUM
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF DEVELOPMENT 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Originally from Minco, Oklahoma, Caleb first experienced the magic of Quartz Mountain as a 
member of the flute section in the orchestra in 2009 and ’10. He studied music at Oklahoma City 
University, performing in orchestras, wind ensembles, chamber groups, and (most enjoyably) pit 
orchestras for numerous operas and musicals. Since then Caleb has played with various orchestras 
in the metro area, including the OKC Philharmonic and Painted Sky Opera, and maintained a 
studio of successful students. He also served four years as the Program Manager for the Oklahoma 
Youth Orchestras, of which he is also an alumnus. When not making music or helping others to do 
so, he enjoys reading, writing, painting, crafting, and board games with old friends.

WREN PFAHL
PUBLIC RELATIONS & OUTREACH COORDINATOR 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Wren Pfahl is a flutist and teacher originally from Hendersonville, Tennessee and is so excited to 
be joining the OAI team this year! She spontaneously moved to Oklahoma in 2016 to study music 
at Oklahoma City University where she received her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in Flute 
Performance in 2018 and 2020, respectively. Wren developed a love for nonprofit work and arts 
administration in 2017 when she began as an intern at Oklahoma Youth Orchestras and continued on 
to serve as the Communications Director from 2020-2021. Additionally, she maintains a private flute 
studio and is an amateur photographer. Outside of music and work, Wren enjoys thrifting, watching 
movies, reading, dancing, and being a helicopter mom to her two cats, Kitty and Atticus.
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EVAN BEASLEY
PHOTOGRAPHER
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

Evan Beasley is a photographer currently residing in the Oklahoma City area. He attended 
OSAI in 2007 for photography and has been involved with OAI for many years serving as a 
counselor and staff photographer. Evan’s love for photography is vast, but lately he can be found 
creating low-light digital photographs. His work was featured in Paseo Arts Association’s Photofest 
2018, Oklahoma Visual Arts Coalition’s Momentum OKC 2017, and has been published in 
The Oklahoman, The Tulsa Voice and Gaillardia Living Magazine. Evan attended the University 
of Central Oklahoma and Metropolitan State University of Denver and continues to broaden his 
photography career by freelancing and working in the field. 

JORDAN SMITH
A.V. TECHNICIAN
New York, New York

Dallas native Jordan Smith currently resides in New York City. Away from Quartz Mountain, he 
has been working professionally in the theatrical world as a Lighting Designer for just over 5 years. 
Jordan has worked in the off-Broadway setting and alongside Dallas Theater Center, Dallas Black 
Dance Theater, The Ensemble for the Romantic Century in NYC, and many others. He also enjoys 
photography and drawing from time to time. 

RANDI WILL IAMS
TECHNICAL COORDINATOR
Clinton, Oklahoma

Randi Williams is thrilled to be back in the role of technical coordinator for her sixth OFAI at 
Quartz Mountain. In real life, Randi is a teacher, a writer, and a teacher of writing. She lives in 
Clinton, Oklahoma, with her husband Dustin, six-year-old daughter Lily, their dog Boon and three 
cats — Meano, Madden and Batcat. She teaches 2nd-4th grade enrichment and RTI classes at 
Southwest Elementary in Clinton.

OKLAHOMA FALL ARTS INSTITUTE STAFF
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THANK YOU TO OUR PUBLIC PARTNERS & OFAI DONORS 

Oklahoma Arts Institute  |  oaiquartz.org  |  facebook.com/oaiquartz  |  oai@oaiquartz.org

ALBERS FAMILY FUND

AVEDIS FOUNDATION

BANCFIRST CHARITABLE FOUNDATION

CRESAP FOUNDATION

DONNA BERRYHILL MEMORIAL ENDOWED FUND

EDWARD E. AND HELEN TURNER BARTLETT FOUNDATION

E.L. AND THELMA GAYLORD FOUNDATION

INASMUCH FOUNDATION

MCCASLAND FOUNDATION 

SOUTHERN OKLAHOMA MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 

THE ZARROW FOUNDATIONS


