
Do children who have 
already had COVID-19 
need to get the vaccine? 

YesYes, the vaccine will help protect children 
from getting COVID again.

• We know that people who have recovered from 
a COVID infection can still get infected again.

• Some people who have had COVID do not produce as many antibodies as they would get from the vaccine. They 
may not have protection from another infection.

• Research shows that the vaccine can still boost immunity after a COVID infection. 

• The virus changes! There are variants to the virus, like Delta and Omicron, and the vaccine can help prevent you 
from catching those variants. 

• Being vaccinated helps protect children against serious illness and hospitalization if they do get the virus. 

Keep in mind: 
• If a child or teen did not have symptoms (asymptomatic), but tested positive for COVID, they should still get the 

vaccine after the recommended isolation period has ended. 

• If a child or teen tested positive after one dose of the vaccine, they should still get the second dose once the 
recommended isolation period has ended, and at least three to eight weeks have passed since the first dose. If 
greater than 12 years old, they should still receive the booster dose five months after receiving their second dose.*

• If a teen 12 years and older already received two doses of the vaccine and then tested positive for COVID, they 
should still get a booster after the recommended isolation period has ended if it has been at least five months 
since they received their second dose.*

*Certain moderately to severely immunocompromised adolescents 12 years and older may receive a second booster dose at least four months after their first 
booster. Talk to your pediatrician to see if this is right for your child.

Still have questions? 
Ask your pediatrician! They can answer your questions and help you with your decision. 
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